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Pre-question?'

How many Japanese people consider themselves middle-
class?

What does it mean to be middle-class?

How do we decide which class someone belongs to?

=

Reading

It is impossible to understand Britain, and particularly Eng-
land, without some understanding of class distinctions. Class
distinctions are much less visible in Wales, where people are
more at ease with strangers. There are certainly class distinc-
tions in Scotland, with industrial Glasgow being very working
class, and parts of cultural Edinburgh, like Morningside,
famously middle class; but there is also considerable social
solidarity, a feeling of fellow Scottishness in the face of the
dominant English. Class distinctions also exist in Northern
Ireland, but they are less important than the sectarian division.
In England, however, class differences are a key part of life.

Class and Politics

Class is a very visible part of British life. At the top of soci-
ety, of course, is the royal family, but there also remain many
aristocratic families, some of whom, such as the Duke of
Westminster, are extremely rich. The House of Lords, the upper
house in the British Parliament, continues to admit some, though
no longer all, hereditary peers, i.e. people (men) who get a seat
in the House of Lords because they are the eldest son of an
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aristocrat, and are not elected. As a result, the class system
remains an important element of British political life. The two
major political parties have traditionally been class-based: the
Conservative Party has usually been supported by the upper
and middle classes, while the Labour Party has attracted work-
ing class support. The Conservative Party receives donations
from businesses, and in exchange tries to create an environ-
ment where capitalism can operate freely, and where company
managers aim to make as much money as possible for their
shareholders. The Labour Party has close links with trade unions
and takes a close interest in the welfare of ordinary workers.

Class Differences

People are very conscious of class differences. A simple view
would be that there are three classes: upper, middle and work-
ing. In fact, though, many people would make more distinc-
tions, perhaps as follows: upper, upper-middle (senior bankers,
top businessmen, top lawyers), middle, lower-middle (small
shopkeepers), skilled working (electricians), unskilled work-
ing (cleaners) and an underclass. Advertising companies clas-
sify people in this sort of way when designing advertisements,
making different types of advertisements according to the
target class. Generally, the lower-middle class is thought to be
the most conservative and worried about status.

English people are able to classify each other instantly on
hearing people speak. How English people speak shows not
only where they come from, but also their education and their
class. People who went to private school speak differently from
those who did not. About 7% of people receive a private educa-
tion; these people, who dominate the country, speak RP, or the
Queen’s English, while most people do not. This is one reason
English people do not much enjoy talking to strangers: if one
has the ‘wrong’ accent, one may arouse hostility, ridicule or
arrogance. As Bernard Shaw, an Irish writer, put it “It is impos-
sible for an Englishman to open his mouth without making
another Englishman despise him”.

Class affects all aspects of life. Working class people are
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shorter and less healthy and die younger. Working class people
often do not see the value of education, and tend to leave school
earlier. The clothes people wear, haircuts, leisure activities, food
and drink, greetings, music, television: all have class distinc-
tions. Wine is middle class, beer working class; the BBC is
middle class, ITV working class; Bach is upper-middle class,
Tchaikovsky lower-middle; cricket is middle class, football
working class, while horse racing is upper and working, but not
middle class. In the armed forces, the officers are middle or
upper class, while the enlisted men are working class, though it
is interesting that the newest armed force, the air force, is the
least class conscious.

The most difficult area of class division is in the workplace.
Managers and workers will often find that they have little in
common, having been to different schools, speaking with
different accents, liking different sports, drinks and food and
having different leisure activities. Often they wear different
clothes, park their cars in different car parks and eat in different
cafeterias. There is often great mistrust between the two groups.
Workers, knowing the exploitation that took place in the nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries (terrible mining accidents,
for example), think managers simply want to exploit them. Man-
agers, aware of the excesses of union power in the 1960s and
1970s, think workers are lazy and disloyal and will only work
if forced to do so. This can greatly weaken companies. I feel
one reason Nissan’s factory near Newcastle is so successful is
that British workers do not resent Japanese managers as the
class enemy.

Class Mobility

People are conscious of their class. There remains a tendency
for working class people to want to stay working class. Ambi-
tious young people may be seen as getting too big for their boots,
or thinking that their parents are in some way inferior, and this
reduces social mobility. The middle class often see working
people as uneducated, narrow-minded and lacking in culture.
Working people see the middle class as snobbish, arrogant and
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selfish: making sure the government gives money for opera,
but none for football, for example. The upper class are so self-
confident that they seem rarely to think of the other classes at
all.

s On the other hand, more people stay at school until 18, and
more are going to university. This will help to weaken class
distinctions. Women have always been able to change class
through marriage (and lose status through divorce). Their suc-
cess in education and growing prominence in the workplace,

10 coupled with their greater flexibility, will increase social
mobility. In politics, no leader of the Conservative Party from
1964 to 2001 came from the upper or upper-middle class, while
Tony Blair, Labour Prime Minister, was educated at Oxford.
Traditional working class industries are disappearing and new

15 technological ones are appearing and are open to all. The
influence of foreign travel has opened most people’s minds to
new foods and drinks. And everybody shops at the chain stores:
famously, every woman in Britain buys her underwear at Marks
& Spencer. There is considerable social mobility in England,

20 and the class system is not a fixed caste system. It is not like
India, or like Edo Period Japan.
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Exercises

A Choose the best answer to the questions

In which part of the UK is class most important?
a England b Wales
¢ Scotland d Northern Ireland

Who supports the Labour Party?
a aristocrats b trade unions
¢ the royal family d big business

What does not show people’s class origins?
a how they speak b what they drink
¢ their height d being an airman

What is weakening class differences?
a divorce b politics
¢ marriage d education

Which women shop at Marks & Spencer?
a upper class women b middle class women
¢ working class women d all women

B Match the word from the text with its definition

a solidarity i the strongest and most powerful

b dominant ii disliking change

¢ donation iii a gift given to an organization

d conservative iv feeling part of a group with similar interests

e arrogant v feeling that one is better than other people

—il 3 —



C Write the answers to these questions

a Why are class distinctions less important in Scotland?

b How do the two main political parties reflect class differences?
¢ How can class differences be seen at work?

d Why, perhaps, is Nissan’s factory near Newcastle so successful?

e How can women change class?

D Decide if the following statements are true or false

a Members of the House of Lords are not elected.
b Class differences are complex.

Management and workers co-operate closely.

o

d Traditionally, a woman belonged to the same class as her husband.

The class system is fixed and unchanging.

¢}

E Questions for further discussion and writing

a How is a caste system different from a class system?
b What are some advantages of having wealthy parents in Japan?

¢ Should we consider a woman to belong to the same class as her husband?

14—



(D

(2)
3

“4)

&)

(6)
(7
(8)

&)

i (10)

Notes

Britain A %) 20 1E3(% E% & the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern ¥
Ireland TH V), A F1) AL England, Scotland, Wales % L T Northern Ireland 7° 5 7% §
5EGEETH 5. Britain 12HFHI2IE [K7 ) 7~ B (= Great Britain) | O HIET ¢
bHAHH, BUAIIZIE [# 4 EE (= the United Kingdom) | £ #$8T#ETH 5.
Glasgow 75 AT—, 23y b7 FEBERICHEBT S22y M5 Y FRKOILE §
. AN 2001 FHAET 57T FATH D5, 1960 F£51213 100 FAEELZ 2 A 4
O L Twie, BREOREDY BEL, BEWHIZIEERLZ POz 287010 8
HAPHBEEIRE SN, '
Edinburgh T7¢ 285, A3y b5 FOEE. 2y b5 FOERBIIME |
L, AL 2001 EBAETS0 FAFE, FOELWVEEAZLIH 2 IOMREEICE |
BEINTVD, BEB AL, TF 1285 - T2 AF 450 LT L ZREDIYT 8
b, ZL{OBEREIGFRTS,
Morningside €—=> 7% 4 F, =74 Y NS HEBOMBT, #HRaE AL OED §
R E L THbNS. DLANE Z O Hlsi T A 4 12 “pan loaf accent” & I 25 §
HofzLe<hHETErIETHLNT V. ‘
the dominant English 227 } 5> K& ¥ 75> FLid 1707 1245 & R )
A, 1714 2V a— 3 1 ik (George I) 2°BIfE LN/ — % 7 —FEDGhE 2 &, A |
Iy T FTEAF27— PEFIZEET LB A AERIEL, RElAHI 5. 1746 §
AT R AEBOA O T ANIBVTRAI Y b T Y FBERELE®R, A2 7T F
EUEH) - XEWICAT Yy b Y FEEBELETAZ L L or, Lk, @i
A7y FEAOAmMIZHT 222y 5 FORREIFELRE., L
sectarian division 7AW T ¥ FTIX, A F) RIS ESATUREI L=+ §
FAFIRALESEHFLIDETAALE) EF T aF ) A MAFY AT
LED EFT2ALL) O3FEhHv Tz, 0MRICA>TTA VT Y KBTI VT §
YFEHEE LTHY LAEIZD ZOMTIRERERD, b4 F)ANLLDE §
FEBDE 7 kTANT Y Fit, TALT Y FEHE»LSELTA ¥ ARE @
THIERPEL. LA LEDE, 4 X)) ARBHL, kTALT 2 FTiE, F §
ELTAFVAROTOT Ay v FREFERE, BB 00k4 2 HTEN 2T
TwaH b))y 2 ZEREOBTEH LA T WD,

Duke 4%f. BEEREOBNOPTREORNM. baill, BROBME EAOAE
(Duke), %8 (Marquess), A (Earl), F8 (Viscount), B8 (Baron) & %2 5.
The House of Lords 1 ¥ RSO L. 7L 7THEOH T TiE, 1330 ZOEE ¢
PHiD, £09) LHEEKIT 751 %, D) 579 ZIZEABREDER L 72—t E |
HEREB IUPHAROESHAFIHLYT 2EE2ERI NI 2 £0KAIH, FEFIH24 @
EPLIERIN TV, 7L TEHEIRHELL T oHEEKEED S & 92 §
GEBRLCEREILLY:., 2O#ERETIRERIZ6 L o7, :
RP (= Received Pronunciation) [FiE%E] HBEOH L A4 L »<5 L XI2HW
HEENTVEEE., BME N T) vs A7 —VoOHgEL EORBTHbi, Pub-
lic School Pronunciation £ Ehh7-Z L bH 2. BIETEBBCEOREIZL-T, §
BHEMNLZRERELE LTLCAVLORTW LIRS RIET. ;
Queen’s English 1864 £ (/1 7 M) TIEDHR) I2h > ¥R —DFEEFET 8
& - 7z Henry Alford % The Queen’s English & ) EaE VA2 L2k 548, [HE ¢
R ZIE L WIEEE | oFR b/, '




b an

(12)

L (13)

BBC (= British Broadcasting Corporation) 1 ¥) 20D 7 ¥4 - 7 L ¥k, 0
FESIEE <, B0 1922 £ THL AT, 1927 FELRBEO L 5 2 R EEROEE |
ErE-Twah, FOHREOEENRIEBNIZI BV 2T Twa, :
ITV (= Independent Television) 1955 SE LA R FME L7241 ) AORMT L ¥t 4
EE. EEEASEFEICRELTYA, '
Newcastle —ax—% v X, JbEA > 75 > FEKOET. EXICE=2—h v R
- THEY - ¥4~ (Newcastle-upon-Tyne). 1 > &5 » FIREIMET 28T,  §
HONCHIR 25 FAZEDS, BRE T &0 T 100 FASTHEE R L TWwb, HE ¢
HEIEIE =2~ v AERDOHF > ¥F— 5 v FICTE e, 93— 0 v O£ ERS
IKLTW3, :
Marks & Spencer V—Z7 A - T F A3 —, 4 X)) AEMIZ 400 LLEDE §
i FORKFA—/3—<—% 2 }. Thomas Spencer BLUKR—F ¥ FEFhDLY §
T % # K Michael Marks (2 X - T 1894 4 |Zfl 2. ’
caste system 51— A MHIE, EEMNZETHE. ZEIXOREOERIE, HL 16
A FIZFEELe Y Fo—BIZEFoba M ESHIEO Z L THY, HNTE Y,
Px bUT, TrAvx, A—FSO4OOBEREERL LTV

HANESHEZI HLD2T1AMI X242 —-Ek



20

ﬂmmm«%mmwﬁmmwmmmmmwm«ﬁm«@mwm

Education

RO

Hi s i ol o RE el i i i R S S R S R I I TR e S SR S BT TES

{ Pre-questions l

What are some educational issues in Japan today?
When did you enjoy school most?

Why are you at university?

In this section we will focus on education in England and

=)
Wales; Scotland has a rather different education system, and
Northern Ireland still has selective, segregated education.

Education is compulsory for all children from the age of 5 to
16. This does not mean that children have to go to school, rather
it means that parents must ensure that children receive a proper
education. In fact, of course, almost all children do go to school.
Primary school educates children up to the age of 11, when
they transfer to secondary school. Most children now go to
comprehensive schools, which accept children of all abilities,
though some selective grammar schools remain in areas under
Conservative control. Children may leave school at 16, and many
do. Perhaps half of children leave school at 16, though the per-
centage has been falling in recent years. Young people who stay
at school study for two more years in the sixth form, either at
their school or at a specialist sixth form college.

At the age of 16, young people take examinations called the
General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE). Each
subject is taken separately, with English and mathematics, and,
increasingly, a science being the most important. Some students
take as many as ten GCSEs. If they stay in school they then

S ; P

|

10

13

16

21

Borgomgomgors) é

England and Wales
ERAE (1) A5
HE

selective [ 1% i
D - FFEDNA D
bad-oX0 ]|
segregated [ 725
97 |
compulsory [ 5]
97 | compulsory
education [ #FFH#
Gl
comprehensive
school EFfiE
(2) x BH,
grammar school
THIFE Q) 25
BE

leave school [ 3
T4

sixth form EFf
E @) 25,
GCSE  E#H i
(5) & 20,

as many as ~ | ~

b |



20

28

Lh

30

35

study just three subjects for two years, and then take Advanced
Level exams (A Levels). Universities offer students a place
according to their A Level grades and, often, an interview. Since
GCSEs and A Levels are national exams, carefully and anony-
mously graded, everyone understands clearly what the grades
mean. There are no university entrance examinations and few
cram schools, so while students are under some pressure to do
well in exams, there is no examination hell. As a result students
at university are usually eager to study, having enjoyed their A
Levels.

Universities

There are about a hundred universities in England and Wales,
only one of which is private. Until very recently, university did
not cost anything. Students also used to receive a grant from
their Local Education Authority to help them with living
expenses, though this is no longer the case and many students
take out a loan, which can be paid back out of earnings after
graduation. As universities are now expanding, but are not
receiving more money from the government, many have started
charging ‘top-up’ fees of around £3,000 (¥600,000) per year.
Nonetheless, university is affordable for most students, and
around 40% of young people go to university.

Students select their subject first, and then apply to universi-
ties. They would not study a different subject in order to enter a
more prestigious university. At university students study only
their major subject and there are no general classes. Because A
Levels have already raised students’ abilities to a high level,
most university courses are for three years.

The most famous universities are Oxford and Cambridge,
founded in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries respectively. Both
operate under a college system. This means that students apply
to individual colleges and not the university itself, which hardly
exists. So if you meet a former Oxford or Cambridge student,
they will tell you that they studied at Pembroke College, Cam-
bridge, for example. Students live, eat, play sport and relax in
the college, and study both in college and in faculty buildings.

2 A Levels
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This means that students in a college all know each other and
lifelong friendships are formed.

Educational Problems and Worries

There are many educational problems and worries in England.
First is the content of education. It has been noted that top gradu-
ates rarely take jobs in industry, preferring to work in govern-
ment, services or the financial sector. As a result the govern-
ment put more stress on science and technology, suggesting that
education must be practical and must educate people to be good
workers. This is a controversial matter, and many disagree that
education is just to create workers.

Three other areas of the curriculum cause disagreement. First,
many schools belong to churches (or, sometimes, other reli-
gions), and religious education is required. But many teachers
are atheists, and feel uncomfortable teaching something they
do not believe themselves, and many children in the cities come
from non-Christian families. It would be sensible to abolish
religious education, or even forbid it as in France and the USA,
but the churches resist this. Second, sex education is given in
most schools (though parents may withdraw their child if they
choose, and religious parents often do), yet Britain has the high-
est teenage pregnancy rate in Europe. Something is clearly
wrong. Third, many people believe that the A Level system gives
students a rather narrow education. For example, some students
study pure mathematics, applied mathematics and physics and
nothing else; or else French, German and English and nothing
else. This leads to fears of scientists who cannot write good
English, or humanities students who have no understanding of
numbers. The system in Scotland, France and Germany is much
broader, and it is possible that A Levels will be changed in the
future, despite opposition from universities.

The second educational worry is that so many children con-
tinue to leave school at sixteen. Many young people, particu-
larly from working class families in England (much less so in
Wales), do not see the value of education. They see that they
can get a job at 16 and earn a good wage, while those who stay
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in school earn nothing until they graduate. They do not con-
sider what the situation will be in ten or twenty years time, and
often they have no wish to improve themselves as they do not
want to lose touch with their roots. As one Labour politician
put it sixty years ago, the problem is not people’s material
poverty so much as the poverty of their ambition.

The third major worry is student behaviour: smoking, drink-
ing, drugs, shoplifting, truancy. In recent years the most worry-
ing has been bullying and violence in schools. In one incident
an Asian student was stabbed to death at school by a white
student. In another a school principal was stabbed to death while
trying to stop a fight between students from his school and
students from another school. While these and other incidents
have shocked people, nobody seems to know what to do.

Private Schools

Only about 7% of children in England go to private schools,
but these schools have enormous influence. Students from these
schools, mostly boys, go on to Oxford and Cambridge (50% of
Oxbridge students are from private schools) and then into top
careers in politics, business, banking and the civil service. Since
they come from the same schools, they often know each other
and have a similar way of thinking, and will often do favours
for each other. This is known as the old boy network, and is
often resented by those who are not male and did not go to
private school.

Private education is expensive, particularly in boarding
schools, which is what most famous private schools are, and
can cost well over £15,000 (¥3 million) per year. Some schools
offer a superb education, such as Winchester, while others are
more schools for the upper class, such as Eton. The waiting
lists for such schools is so long that parents must put their son’s
name down as soon as he is born. The schools will generally
favour children of old boys when selecting students, helping to
reinforce class differences.
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g Exercises oo

A Choose the best answer to the questions

When are public exams taken?
a atllandl6 b atlland 18
c atl6and 18 d at18and?21

How many A Levels do students usually take?
a 3 b 5
c 6 d 8

How do students choose a university?
a cost b field of study
¢ the fame of the university d it has a college system

Where do top graduates tend to work?
a industry b finance
b technology d education

How many people go to private school?
a 7% b 20% c 50% d 75%

B Match the word from the text with its definition

a compulsory i without giving the person’s name

i famous

]

b anonymously

(o}
=2

graduation iii not going to school when you should

d prestigious iv you have to do it

¢

truancy v successfully finishing school

— 2 —



C Write the answers to these questions I

a How do students enter university?
b Why are most university courses only three years long?

Why has the stress on science teaching been controversial?

(@]

d Why do many young people leave school at 16?

e What is the old boy network?

D Decide if the following statements are true or false

a Children move from primary to secondary school at 12.
b There are public exams at 16 and 18.

Universities have entrance exams.

(o]

d A university education is expensive.

e Private schools are of little importance.

E Questions for further discussion and writing I

a What can be done about bullying in schools?

b What is the effect of university entrance exams on education in general?
¢ How is the school curriculum changing?

d Do most people enjoy school? Why?

e Why is education compulsory?
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Pre-questions I

When did women get the vote in Japan?
Are men and women naturally different? How?

Is there discrimination against women in Japan?

The struggle of British women for equality can be traced back

at least two hundred years, to Mary Wollstonecraft’s book A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792). The most famous
struggle for women’s rights came in the years after World War
I, as women demanded the right to vote. The Suffragettes, as
they were known, had to use strong tactics, including chaining
themselves to railings outside Parliament. One woman even
threw herself under the king’s racehorse at the Derby (she died).
In prison, women went on hunger strikes, and the authorities
responded with rather brutal force-feeding. Women finally ob-
tained the right to vote in 1926. Men have never given up power
voluntarily or gracefully.

Today women have achieved a higher degree of equality with
men than ever before. Women are protected by laws against
sexual discrimination. They are economically better off than
before. They are increasingly prominent in public life: there
has been a woman Prime Minister (Margaret Thatcher); there
are women in the present cabinet; a woman was head of MI5;
there is a woman high court judge; the BBC has had a woman
war reporter; a woman started The Body Shop; and so on.
Women are in control of their own fertility, and can delay hav-
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